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Disiness

Beautiful chaos!

Jewellery enterprise grows from a small market stall to a wholesale business and retail shops

HE Hebrew word baksgan

s chans but Eherne &

nathmg chaotic aboul The

Bulagan Ciroup, a jewellery

whalesale and retail business
run by Rachel Parkin, of Stamford.

She anxl her lsraell busband Shay Ginal
sturied in the carly P95 with & small stall
on Bricge Street n Peterborowsh and today
the business encompasses wo slops — one in
the city and ancther in Cambridpes —a
wihchesale operation supplying jewellery
Lo mearky 2,000 stores in the UK and a
burgeoning cnline busipess incuding &
iy website to help independent retaibers
thrcriagh the peoession.

Alhowgh she has a degree in sockobogy,
Rachel. mow 41, keft university mot really
knowing what she wamted to do and decided
v el She miet Shey in Thailand and the
gcoule laber marmiad and setthsd in Stamford
where Rachel went to school

Inspired by ther trrvels they staried
selling jewellery — some of 1 their cawn
desipns - in Peterborough, Thad led to
the apening of Reba in Cathedml Squsre,

a second shop in Cambricdge seven
yeirs ago ardd then the move into the
whiok=ale sector,

“That was really unplanned,” s Bachel.
Wiz kind of fell mio it — our jewellery was

Rachel loves ...

FAVOLIRITE SHOPS IN STAMFORD: Attic, Pty Loves .

and Equalibriam.

FAVDILRITE PUBVRESTALIRANT. Tre Tisbis Mormis fub in

Slamioa. | e hiow bucked aweEy wou teel,

FAVOURITE COLOUR: That's & good question. Brown? | wear

seling resally well and we decided o take
sopne of i anound to see i stores woulkd ke
Lo sell it — and they wanted to, It wasn't o
grand master plan bul we now have LS00
custormers in the LUK as well as others
overseas in Jupan, South Alics amd ex-pal
pliees like Gribraltnr,™

The couple matzally ran the wholesile side
Friom & comverted chapel in Eye. but have
since mowed 1o spacious, custam-buil
offices with i showroom on the Axon
Busimesss Park at Lynch Wood,
Peterbarmugh. These days Shay concenirates
o other business miencsts in property but
Bachel rums o team of 146 people in the
office, eight ks agems on the road and
arauid 14 stall across Use Dao dhops

the chose the wond balagan for the name
of the main company baceuse she likesd §
“It’s a mice word.™

It 1= ako mul-culiural: “In Russam it
ecans Punch & Judy and in Polish its a bag
party It has muny meanings"

The Balogan Gn:rurl qlers 10 chiflerent
collections and Rached intmod wses two new
aises sach year. She deliberately offers & wids
range from whodesalke to desipner.

“Yiowg b benel b0 pet pizeonshobed i the
wellery mdustry People say vou can’t hive
dissipner stock
wihien vou supply

& lot of biack end grey. But if | was making & wow! piece of jewdley

Lo TR pink Becausy mirpong wiukd notice i,

FAVOURITE FOOE Eallan, | ks (ke Lebanese fond, 'monod kzen on food in Ching though. When
wiE wera travelbng we were served a dish with chicken heads floating in it When | sid | '#as
vegatarian they said ‘'well, just eat the btk

FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: Thi C51 series, Law & Order ... | kve al those.

FAVOLIRITE FIECE (OF CLOTHING: Cowary hoots:

WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOUR SPARE TIME? Walk cur German Snaphard Rocoo, read, pacple
wwatch. | |ove bimbling anound Stamford having a look in the shapes and sesing whal's lappening,
PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY: Lose: mreary, brust b and padd e your om Gance,

IF YOU COULD LIVE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD WHERE WOULD YOU CHOOSE?

Trailand becauss everyhing iz wery reladed. They're Buddhists and it's a very caim place.
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wholesale bun | don't see whny nod.”

Rachel chooses the designs by waiching
trends on the cutwilk amed kookimg @t what
sells and what she herself ke =1 ooulkdn’
sell something [ didin't Tike.”

Ezch of the collections has its can
persarality and they mnge from silver and
slowe peeves Lo glass and resin, There is als
a men's collection with chunky péeves in
silwer, stainless sieel and titanium, The Suk
Lau collection is irend-seiting itsel and
Rachel cys the Cyber Lyly range m
particular embodics new trends

Ruchel is delighted to hive spotied that
cange, yellow and citros bnghts are the
colours for the new sewsom — “Our e ha
caii! " She is heavily involved in mew
designs anxd it & one of her favouribe
piurts of the joh

At her Reba shop m Peterborosgh, she
cocentrates on chamging stock repalarly
S0 gustomers dom't pet bonesd ™, She looks
for the quirky — one of her latest Grourie
B Legomen necklaces ancd another
collection features preces with inseribed
quiotes such a5 "a journey of & thousand
miles starts with a single step’”,

She hias reomily morsesed her prolile n
writing basiness articles for a trade

magaging and the Peterborough Evcnin
Telegruph and has just lnunched n
wehaite, s netailrelsh.
ek, whach 15 desagmes

o e A resource for
srmall shwops and
usinesses, The site is full ¢

Lips, pubdicity ideas amd fres
dovmloads of anything that cin
miike the life of an ndependent
retadler easier. Rachel has abo been
invited to speak at this year's prestigious
[niemational Jewellery London show:

She believes the Tulure i hright
despite the recession and refers to o
Tavoirite guote appsring on o of e
trendy nesw peces: “Dont panic, Captain
Mainwaring!'.

“The new welbhste m particular 5 ol
about trying to make positives out of
negatives as best we can. [ guess 'ma
half gluss full Kind of person.™
A v Perla gargrongp, ool



