1eba, Feterborough

eterborough's most
notable feature is
undoubiedly its
cathiedral. Largely
dating from the 12th
century, its magnificent architecture
COYWeErs OVEr ThE S conipe.
Situaced literully in the cathedrul
Erounds (as part ol the ouber wall) is
the !_r'ur'r -:I'u:-p Rehig, an ||'hI|.'|'-e-n|.1|!nr
bisatipe cwned by entreprensur
Rachel Parkin, who alse runs the
ghriving Halagan jewellery empire.
The :-'I||||'-\.I'-J:-.-.-.I bielow sereet level,
kooks our anmo the Pererbarough
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CRifits Today: How did you ger srarmes
im el

Rachel Parkin: By accident! Afer

a hong trip theough e Far East,
backpacking and working in Japam,

[ IJ‘:H.t_I.:I it :-llllll.'jl.'l.ﬂ.'F.n‘}' aid an
assortment of other produces that
caught my eye and started aff with

2 market stall in Peserborough, This,
cougled with festivals and events wos
fun for 2 while, but eventually the cold

winkens gal thee bereer of me, and 1

Reba, Peteroor

Ower the next couple of issues, Gifts Today will
help yvou get to know our contributors better by

taking a closer look at their retail premises. We
start with Rachel Parkin's gift shop, Reba

OUg

started looking arcund for a shop with

beating!
T Bl lowig hain had thi

RF: 15 years, although it feels like teo

the time has absolutely flown byl

EP: The huilding i= a schedalsd
andient monument, which imohed
lats of meetings with Englizh
Heritage when we first took it over. [t
s sctunlly & medieval paol, with walls
abaut 3 tont thick and tiny windows
for shioating ammows out of (] sssume)
We aleo hawve the hangmans cell in
the |.|‘||.l.'|I which is where they used
i I\:I.'I'I" gandemned |'\-|'|'-- wners betarne
'.|'||'_l.' were taken bor 1..||'||_'i ng = We can
s thie marks on the disors whene they

codinvtad off the davs! The zirks in the
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TS TG | always tell chem,
ithe -|'m|'- lowved by women, bar
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Where does 1
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e mame,” Beba”,

1 iade At up Fi A Veafs we
¢ dalled Balagan, but with the
alesale busaness also being locaned
he ciny in ot & bit confusing
ictimnes, s wihen we had a refin
aaplic of vears apo we decded
nge th reaenie, Tt wias time, dnd
ignificd a change of direction far
shop tuo, Fuba is a shortening
Yareelna!" which sounded fun,
rggetic, ared quirky - which Greed us

fect Iy

| Janr dio vou promode the hop?
“ Char website will be ready very
n {bapehally by the tire this
icke comes ouz) and we promaote
welves with a blog [rebaonfine.
gepoit.com), which & fum ta do
cally we've got grod relationships
b our local paper, the Peterthorowgh
ening, Telegraph, where I write
ithly column, and with Mene
irg, a local hifestyle magazine.
<t guite hicky because our cengral
ating mzans that F-L-.-|'-I:~ who come
o o will find s, g0 we donlt
A2 OO plvertise Todr mich.
We o bave & monchly Ir:'l.'r:h.'tll:r..
ch we emall cat to our dacghase
greaand 20000 customiers ar the
_-inni:':!_- ot esch mnomth, and
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1 guirky bualding, This tiee it's

prt decn! | think lite iz too short 1o
-:|'rru_'| bt in Il.j_l|:|"~ill"l'\l'|l,l ndings - [ like
:||_|I1'|-|.'_|.' banlbdings wich characrer, Ve
siell branided _nw-:_-'ll:,'r:.' and wartches
there, inclading Pandora, Breil, lackie
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the months in advarwe, particularly
for prooncestionms purposes, W lave

a Lot of reporting systems in place,

s v ca st 1T something # going
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develapment of suff, and strict

budgets,

GT: Which product s ane vo
muost excited by ab the mommsent?
RP: Beba sells a lot of pewellery,
both Fashicn and sbeer, clothes and
handbags. On the clothes frons: my
Favourite brand is B-Young and MNica
i'u;l'.-:ll:-l.g's are o nice young collecton.

O the gift front, East of India is
n very strong seller, as is Spaceform.
We've been selling both of them for
years, but they keep renewing their
collections and !_l;nim; forrward, s it
keeps :-|.'T|i|||_r|. Muom |ij5| is a nice lime
that keeps evolving,

| am personally loving aur Lepo
men necklce collection, which jl:n;r
makes me smile every time [ seein. |
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and with suech poesd mark-ups, thar
irs mot really possible no compers with
thern, s0 creating a unbque leok and

markesing thar difference seems o me

s he the |||!_'i|':|| sy torward,
Lawcally we hav £ [0 many |'\-1||I|'||'
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str [ would have to say the doning

of our high streets - which 1 think is
reallly sad and quie dull. While I'm
noit against the maltiples | do think
we need 1 mix of shaps for our high
streets to work and remain vibmnt. |
travel a lot for my husiness and | don't
see this choning fo amawhere near the
sumie extent in ather countries, so |
think we need w0 be '.-::r:. aware of this
phenmmenc,

“Thee All-Farty Parismentary amall
ahops Crroup Gered its concers for
the furure of the High Street Britain
2015 and it's @ sohering read. Bmall
"h"f"' |L|, iaiis, arm |'|a it of the fabsi
all o cormmuninies and, lers be
heniesst, we e under chiresar froim lors
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o cegative, but I'm o glss half fisl

type af person, se Dm promoting the
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